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The Fox-Heads return! Welcome to the programme for the 2019 Ted Hughes 
Poetry Festival, the fifth annual celebration of the life of Ted Hughes, 
bringing vibrant poetry to Mexborough and South Yorkshire. 

It was in the countryside around 
Mexborough where Hughes developed the 
knowledge of animals, nature and landscape 
that was to inform his poetry so deeply. It was 
at Vinah’s Pond, Old Denaby and latterly the 
pond at Crookhill, that Hughes developed 
the obsession with fishing that was to so 
powerfully influence his life and poetry. 

To reflect this, the 2019 programme 
is loosely themed around the idea 
of landscape and nature. 

This year’s programme also includes 
exciting performances from some of the 
most popular names in poetry, including 
Ian McMillan, Hollie McNish, Andrew 
McMillan and Raymond Antrobus. 
There are also workshops, on-the-street 
poetry performances and talks. 

So, take a peek, book your 
tickets and come along! 

Rob O’Connor, Creative Producer, 
Ted Hughes Project.

ted hughes 
poetry festival

WELCOME TO THE 2019

Ticket 
Information 
To book tickets and for 
more info please visit: 
www.tedhughesproject.com*

*A Fri/Sat ticket is available for the price of £15. 
This does NOT include entry to either of the 
workshops which must be booked separately. 
Please go to our website for more details. 

If you wish to volunteer for the 
Ted Hughes Poetry Festival then 
please let us know by contacting 

tedhughesproject@gmail.com 
Please be aware that volunteers 

will be required to carry out light 
manual tasks and must have an 
enthusiasm for literary events. 

All volunteers will be able to 
attend the events for free.

Volunteers

WEDNESDAY  11TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Launch Event - Pies ‘n’ Peas, with Ian McMillan, 
Suzannah Evans and Write On Mexborough!

We launch the festival with a special night of poetry 
celebrating Yorkshire. Writers from the Write 
On Mexborough!  group will perform work from 
their sequence of workshop sessions with poet 
Suzannah Evans. This will be followed by a poetry 
reading from Suzannah herself before everyone’s 
favourite Yorkshire wordsmith Ian McMillan 
finishes off the celebrations in his own unique 
style. Ticket price includes a pie ‘n’ peas supper. 

Ian McMillan 

Ian McMillan presents “The Verb” every week on 
BBC R3 and he’s a regular on several TV 
programmes. Ian’s verse autobiography is 
entitled “Talking Myself Home” (John Murray 
Publishing). He has been a poet, broadcaster, 
commentator and programme maker for over 25 
years. ‘The John Peel of poetry’ - Alec Finlay.

Suzannah Evans 

Suzannah Evans lives in Sheffield. Her debut 
collection “Near Future”  was published by Nine 
Arches Press in November 2018.  As a teenager she 
had an obsessive fear of the apocalypse which 
has informed and inspired many of her poems, 
and she still doesn’t know whether it’s best to plan 
responsibly for the future or party like it’s 1999. 

Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start

Official book sales 
provided by

www.foxlanebooks.co.uk
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THURSDAY  12TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

FRIDAY  13TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Hollie McNish 

With Benjamin Zephaniah stating ‘I can’t take my ears 
off her’ and Kate Tempest describing her poetry as 
‘welcoming, galvanising and beautiful’, Ted Hughes 
Award winner Hollie McNish is a poet whose readings 
are not to be missed. Her collection, “Nobody Told Me”,
won the Ted Hughes Award, The Scotsman claiming 
that ‘the world needs this book’. Here, she will be 
joining us to chat honestly and openly, and read 
from her latest poetry collections. Expect strong 
language as she talks fruit and flesh, guilt, sex, 
politics, death, breasts, transformers and more.

Andrew McMillan 

Andrew McMillan’s debut collection “physical” was the 
first ever poetry collection to win The Guardian First 
Book Award, amongst others. The collection was also 
shortlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize, the Costa Poetry 
Award, the Forward Prize for Best First Collection,  and 
the Polari First Book Prize. It was a Poetry Book Society 
Recommendation for Autumn 2015. His second collection, 
“playtime”, was published by Jonathan Cape in 2018; it 
was a Poetry Book Society Recommendation for Autumn 
2018, a Poetry Book of the Month in both The Observer 
and The Telegraph and a Poetry Book of the Year in The 
Sunday Times. He is senior lecturer at the Manchester 
Writing School at MMU and lives in Manchester.

Isaiah Hull 

Isaiah Hull’s “Nosebleeds” is visceral and raw, a voice far older 
than the poet’s young years, exploring family, life, and the 
real world. Hull’s writing is soul-searching and down to earth, 
“Nosebleeds” an exploration of expression, traversing emotion 
and form. It is hard-hitting poetry, written to be spoken aloud 
but making the transfer to the page with remarkable ease 
and clarity. Isaiah developed his poetry and peformance 
as a member of Young Identity. He has supported major 
poets and artists, including Lemn Sissay and Skepta.

Young Identity

Young Identity is an arts organisation and a charity 
delivering dynamic poetry and spoken word workshops 
for young people. They work in partnership with Contact, 
HOME and Manchester Library Services.  Young Identity’s 
voice cuts through the noise. They are unique, different 
and stand out, believing in the transformative power of the 
arts in young people’s lives.  Their mission is accessibility 
for all to the arts, writing and performance. Tonight, 
members of the Young Identity collective perform for us.

 She writes with honesty, conviction, humour and 
love. She points out the absurdities we’ve grown too 
used to and lets us see the world with fresh eyes 

- Kate Tempest

Steve Nash 

Steve Nash is a writer, performer and musician, 
born in Yorkshire and raised on army barracks 
across the UK and Europe. A widely and 
internationally published poet, in 2014 Steve 
won the Saboteur Award for ‘Best Spoken Word 
Performer’ from a shortlist that included Kate 
Tempest and Hollie McNish. Steve strongly 
suspects he may be a superhero after escaping a 
near-fatal car accident in 2013 and a neurological 
malfunction that resulted in a coma in 2017. It is 
not clear yet what his special powers might be.

Ticket: £6  |  Doors: 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 6.00pm for a 6.30pm start    *A Fri/Sat ticket is available for the price of £15
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SATURDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Transformation through Poetry – a workshop 
for young people 13-19, with Vicky Morris

13-19? Are you a secret scribbler or fledgling 
wordsmith? Come join poet Vicky Morris to take 
some of the themes found in Ted Hughes’ work 
and spike them with a surreal twist! This is a 
fun workshop exploring transformation and 
reinvention through poetry. You’ll also find out 
what’s happening for young writers in the region. 
No experience needed, friendly and relaxed!

Any participants brave enough will then be 
invited to perform their work at the Democracy 
of Words event on Mexborough High Street.

Ticket: FREE, but limited places so booking is still required  |  Doors: 10.30am - 12.30pm

Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 1.30pm - 3.00pm    *A Fri/Sat ticket is available for the price of £15

Ted Hughes: Ecopoet. Yvonne Reddick poetry 
reading and in conversation with Steve Ely

Yvonne Reddick is rapidly establishing herself 
as one of the country’s leading younger poets. 
Yvonne has won a Northern Writer’s Award and 
the Poetry Society’s Peggy Poole Award. She has 
published a poetry pamphlet and Yvonne is also an 
academic,  her book Ted Hughes: Environmentalist 
and Ecopoet published by Palgrave Macmillan. At 
this event Yvonne will give a reading of her own 
work immediately followed by a discussion with 
fellow poet/academic Steve Ely about the eco-
poetic dimensions of her own work and the status 
and importance of Ted Hughes as an ecopoet.

SATURDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Poetry Workshop with Antony Dunn

Come and join poet Antony Dunn for a two hour 
workshop. Explore our relationship with landscape and 
our affinity - or otherwise - with its creatures through 
a mixture of reading, writing and conversational 
exercises. You’ll come away with new poems, new 
ways of thinking about poetry and the natural 
world, and new ways of seeing yourself in its midst. 
Places are limited so make sure you book early. 
Participants will then be invited to perform their 
work at the Democracy of Words pop-up poetry 
performance event on Mexborough High Street. 

Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 10.30am - 12.30pm

 Jamaican Fried Chicken Meal – £6.95
 Jerk Chicken Meal – £6.95
 Curried Goat Meal – £7.95
 Sweet Potato and Spinach Curry Meal – £6.95
 Caribbean Mix Meal – Jamaican Fried Chicken 

 or Jerk Chicken plus Curried Goat – £8.95

All above meals served with either: 
Traditional Rice and Peas or Plain Boiled 
Rice plus Mixed Salad; Fried Dumplings 50p each

To avoid disappointment, advance orders 
can be made in the following ways: 
Text/ring on: 07920557712
Email: Janet.rankine@yahoo.com
Or via the Facebook page: Jan’s Caribbean Kitchen 

Ideally all advance orders must be in no later than 
a week before the event to allow for preparation.

Jan’s 
Caribbean 

Kitchen

Food will be available on site throughout Saturday 
14th from Jan’s Caribbean Kitchen, based in 
Doncaster. The special festival menu includes:
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SATURDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Valley Press 

The Ted Hughes Poetry Festival welcomes 
independent publisher Valley Press with a showcase 
of their writers’ work. Valley Press are based in 
Scarborough and are gaining a reputation as not 
only a publisher of acclaimed writers but also a 
supporter of new talent. Three Valley Press poets will 
read from their work, exploring landscapes, animals, 
nature and all aspects of the human condition.  

Antony Dunn has published four collections of 
poems, “Pilots and Navigators”, “Flying Fish”, “Bugs” 
and, most recently, “Take This One to Bed” (Valley 
Press, October 2016). He edited and introduced 
“Ex Libris”, a posthumous collection of poems 
by David Hughes (Valley Press, 2015). Antony is a 
regular tutor for The Poetry School and the Arvon 
Foundation and has been Poet in Residence at the 
University of York and Ilkley Literature Festival.

Penny Boxall won the 2016 Edwin Morgan Poetry 
Award, the 2018 Mslexia/PBS Poetry Competition 
and a 2019 Northern Writers’ Award.  She has held 
residencies/fellowships at Gladstone’s Library, 
Hawthornden Castle and Chateau de Lavigny. Following 
“Ship of the Line” in 2014, her second collection, “Who 
Goes There?”, was published in September 2018. In 
autumn 2019 she will be Visiting Research Fellow 
in the Creative Arts at Merton College, Oxford. 

Robert Powell was born and raised in Canada and now 
lives in York. He has produced four poetry collections - 
“Harvest of Light”, “All”, “Riverain”, and “Aura”, as well as “A 
Small Box of River” with artist Jake Attree, and two short 
films - “The River Speaks”, with Ben Pugh, and “Source”, 
with Jan-Erik Andersson. His poem “The Telling” was 
commended in the National Poetry Competition 2017.

Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 4.00pm - 6.00pm    *A Fri/Sat ticket is available for the price of £15

SATURDAY  14TH SEPTEMBER
Mexborough Business Centre,  S64 9JP

Festival Closing Event, with 
Raymond Antrobus and Clare Shaw

Raymond Antrobus is this year’s winner of the Ted 
Hughes Award for his collection “The Perserverance”. 
He was born in Hackney to an English mother and 
Jamaican father. In 2019 he also became the first 
ever poet to be awarded the Rathbone Folio Prize for 
best work of literature in any genre. Other accolades 
include the PBS Winter Choice, A Sunday Times & 
The Guardian Poetry Book Of The Year 2018 and a 
Griffin Prize shortlist. Also in 2018 he was awarded The 
Geoffrey Dearmer Prize (judged by Ocean Vuong), 
for his poem “Sound Machine”.  His poems have been 
published in POETRY, Poetry Review, New Statesman, 
The Deaf Poets Society, as well as in anthologies from 
Bloodaxe, Peepal Tree Press and Nine Arches.

 His monologues are stunning studies of voice and 
substance, and his lyric poems are graceful and 
finely crafted  - Kwame Dawes

Clare Shaw has three poetry collections from Bloodaxe: 
“Straight Ahead” (2006), “Head On” (2012) and “Flood”, 
which was published in June 2018 and offers an eye-
witness account of the floods of 2013 and 2015. Often 
addressing political and personal conflict, her poetry is 
fuelled by a strong conviction in the transformative and 
redemptive power of language. Acting as a powerful 
metaphor for wider experiences, flood runs through 
the book in different forms – bereavement and trauma, 
the Savile scandal, life in an asylum. Ultimately, this is 
a story of one life as it is unravelled and rebuilt, written 
from the heart and from the North, in a language as 
dangerous and sustaining as water. Clare was also 
one of the judges for the 2019 Ted Hughes Award.

Ticket: £5  |  Doors: 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start    *A Fri/Sat ticket is available for the price of £15
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SATURDAY  3 1ST AUGUST
Thorne South railway station, South End, Thorne, DN8 5PA

SUNDAY  1 5 T H  SEPTEMBER
Starts at 75 Main Street & ends at the Manor Farm pub, Old Denaby

Thorne Moors: a walk with Brian Lewis 

Join Brian Lewis (Longbarrow Press) on a walk 
along the Stainforth and Keadby canal to the 
eastern edge of South Yorkshire, taking in the 
rich, varied landscape between Thorne and the 
Humberhead Peatlands, and the 22 turbine wind 
farm that rises from this flat terrain. Along the 
way, Lewis will read poems that illuminate these 
complex, layered environments, with an emphasis 
on the history and ecology of Thorne Moors.  

Ted Hughes Paper Round: a performance 
trail with Steve Ely and Dominic Somers

In 1938, eight-year old Ted Hughes’ family moved to 
Mexborough from Mytholmroyd when Mr & Mrs Hughes 
acquired a newsagent’s shop at 75 Main Street. For several 
years young ‘Teddy’ Hughes took on the Old Denaby 
paper round for his parents. Using letters by Ted Hughes 
and archival resources, Steve Ely and Dominic Somers 
have reconstructed the route of young Ted’s paper 
round. This performance trail reanimates it, pointing out 
places, landmarks and landscapes that were important 
to Hughes - and the inspirations for several of his poems 
and short stories. Part walk, talk and poetry reading, Ted 
Hughes’ Paper Round has become a well-loved fixture 
of Mexborough’s annual Ted Hughes Poetry Festival.

The route is mainly flat but comfortable footwear 
is recommended. Dress for the weather.   

Ticket: £5 (limited availability)  |  Doors: 11 .00am – 2.00pm approx

Ticket: £5 (limited availability)  |  Doors: 11 .00am – 2.00pm approx

Literary Walks

Literary Walks



Come and see a film which holds a mirror to the underbelly of 
modern society, where it is easy for someone to fall through 

the cracks created by the government’s Welfare State.

Follow Cosy Cinema on Facebook for further details regarding venue. 

presents

thecosycinema

I, DANIEL BLAKE
Join us at Mexborough’s Community Cinema

Showing in conjunction with the Ted Hughes Poetry Festival.

7.30PM | SUNDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2019 | 
FREE ENTRY, DONATIONS TO MEXBOROUGH FOODBANK

Right Up Our Street is led by a consortium of
Doncaster arts organisations and supported
using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England until 2016


